Proposal for a Euronet paper.

Provisional title

Convergence and divergence in education and training across Europe at the turn of the millenium

The proposal 

The proposal is for a collaborative report involving perhaps three researchers who are involved in the Euronet network. The proposal fits the ‘transition’ strand best, because the report will attempt a comparative analysis of some of the main structures and processes that are observed as the education and training systems in the EU countries aim to meet national and international pressures, and as the systems of Central and Eastern Europe react to theses same pressures – as well continuing along the road of the transitions that they have been making over the past two decades of political, social and economic change.

An interesting hypothesis to explore might be: that in the past national systems of education and training, while reacting to similar external pressures, have shown a marked tendency to remain divergent in some key respects – holding to national value systems and traditions and to the dynamics of their own systemic relationships between, for example, education and the labour market. Now, however, there is growing evidence of the impact of international organisations (whether the World bank, OECD or the EU) on at least some of the institutions and processes of nations’ education/training systems.

The project

This project will involve re-examining some of the conclusions reached in research for the European Commission undertaken in 1997/8 and published in 1999 as a working paper by the European Commission and (as a book) by the Institute of Education , University of London
. The research centred on the 15 states of the EU. 

This re-examination will, firstly, provide the opportunity to set out a clear, comparative approach to understanding (rather than merely describing) national education and training systems, and to see how the framework of analysis that we used in the research for the European Commission might need developing to be useful in the Euronet context. The framework of the analysis and the conclusions reached concerning the trends found of convergence and divergence will be summarised, then opened to further debate and comment. Not least, debates and discourses on lifelong learning have developed over the last five years; though practices may not have changed that much, policies and aspirations may have changed.

This will bring the proposed work to its main purpose: 

1 To analyse at least two or three ‘test case’ systems of CEE using the same frame and criteria, to see what further patterns of convergence and divergence are to be found – as case studies and in the new context of a wider European Union. 

2 To explore, specifically, the current impact of international organisations on the direction of education and training policy and practice, both in EU states and in the accession states.

Which national structures and processes?

The scope of the original convergence/divergence was broad. It included the following:

INTERNAL And external factors driving change

participation levels


expenditure on education


governance and regulation


Forms of decentralisation


Admissions policies and models of selection


Models of education regulation and governance


the lower secondary phase of compulsory education


The organisation of lower secondary education


Postponing specialisation


The development of new subjects and expertise


The challenge of inclusion


initial post-compulsory education and training


Academic drift and the logic of rising participation


Prolonged labour market entry and the accumulation of qualifications


Apprenticeship and the persistence of labour market practices


Programmes for the disadvantaged


continuing and higher education and training


Higher education


Lifelong learning and continuing vocational training


Clearly, it might be possible to provide a similar breadth of analysis for a few countries in Central and Eastern Europe, to establish a wider basis for a comparative analysis.

Alternatively, the scope could be limited to a small number of key indicators in order to treat more countries.

The report would make use of: cross-national data and time series; surveys of international  policy and evaluation literature. The work would require access to specific country analyses or specialists’ reports

Timeline

I would not expect the work to be complete for the June seminar, but it would be possible to make a start
. It seems to me that this could helpfully be an on-going theme for the ‘modus transitorius’ strand of Euronet.

Tom Leney

London

April 2002 

� The European Commission published a summary of the research as a working paper in 1999. The research was subsequently published as Convergence and Divergence in European Education and Training Systems, A Green, A Wolf and T Leney, 1999, Bedford Way Papers, Institute of Education, University of London. In 2001 it was translated into Spanish and published in Spain under the title Convergencias y divergencias en los sistemas europeos de educacion y formacion professional (Edicines Pomares, Barcelona)





� I will be pleased to be involved with the work, if it is accepted. In this case I will be seeking collaborators. But at present I am unlikely to be able to attend the seminar in Sofia in June 2002





